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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Beis (US Patent # 
5,172,220). 

[Claiml] 

Beis teaches a camera (figure 1) comprising an image pick-up element (figure 1: 4, 1 1), on which 
an image is formed through the lens (figure 1:1) provided on a camera body, for converting the 
image into an electric signal through the image pick-up element, thereby obtaining an image 
signal (col. 3 lines 59-68). Beis further teaches an optical filter switching means (figure 1: 3) 
which switches an optical filter [The color and black/white optical filter is provided on the 
respective image sensors 1 1 and 4 respectively] and is provided on a front surface of the image 
pick-up element [The optical filter switching means 3 is provided in front of the image sensors 4 
and 1 1 as shown in figure 1] depending on a level of the image signal (col. 2 lines 13-36, figure 
1, col. 4 lines 4-28). 
[Claim 2] 

Beis teaches an optical filter that includes a color filter (figure 1:11) and a black-and-white filter 
(figure 1 : 4), wherein the optical filter is switched into the color filter to obtain a color image 
during the day with a high image signal level, and the optical filter switched into the black-and- 
white filter night with a low image signal level (col. 4 lines 49-53). 

BEST AVAILABLE COPY 
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[Claims 3/1,3/2] 

Beis teaches detecting means (figure 1 : 8) which detects a level of the image signal output from 
the image pick up element (figure 1 : 4 and 1 1), wherein the optical filter is automatically 
switched depending on the signal level thus detected (col. 4 lines 4-28). 
[Claim 4] 

Beis teaches a method of switching an optical filter of a camera (figure 1) comprising forming an 
image on an image pick-up element (figure 1 : 4 and 1 1) through a lens (figure 1:1) provided on 
a camera body converting the image into an electric signal through the image pick-up element, 
thereby obtaining an image signal (col. 3 lines 59-68); detecting a level of the image signal 
output from the image pick-up element by detecting means and automatically switching the 
optical filter [The color and black/white optical filter is provided on the respective image sensors 
1 1 and 4 respectively] through optical filter switching means provided on a front surface of the 
image pick-up element [The optical filter switching means 3 is provided in front of the image 
sensors 4 and 1 1 as shown in figure 1] depending on the signal level detected by the detecting 
means (col. 4 lines 4-28, figure 1: 3). 
[Claim 5] 

This is a method claim corresponding to apparatus claim 2. Therefore it has been analyzed and 
rejected based upon the apparatus claim 2. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
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having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 6 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Beis (US 
Patent # 5,172,220) in view of Fukushima (US Patent # 5,903,700). 

[Claims 6 and 7] 

Beis teaches the limitations of claim 5 but fails to teach, ". . .. wherein character information 
indicating the switching is output through display means and is displayed together with 
an image on a monitor when the optical filter is switched from the color filter into the black-and- 
white filter and wherein character information about the black-and-white image displayed on the 
monitor when an image pick-up environment in which the camera body picks up an image is 
detected by a sensor and a color image is automatically switched into black-and-white image". 
However Fukushima teaches that it is well known in the art to have an icon for a particular 
camera be displayed on the monitor 100 wherein a colored icon represents a color camera and a 
black and white icon represents B/W camera (col. 10 lines 41-46). In light of the teachings of 
Fukushima and Beis, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the 
invention to have been motivated to have an icon be replaced with characters to show the 
switching information from B/W to color camera and character information about the black-and- 
white image be displayed on a monitor. The benefit of doing so would be to discriminate 
between a color camera and a black-and-white camera as taught in Fukushima (col. 10 lines 41- 
42). 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

BEST AVAILABLE COPY 
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i) He et al (US Patent # 6,336,587) discloses an optical filter (figures 7 and 7(a)) having four 
sections (col 12 lines 22-37). 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Yogesh K Aggarwal whose telephone number is (703) 305-0346. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:00AM-5 :30PM. 

7. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Christensen can be reached on (703) 308-9644. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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